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Tangonge Catchments
and Flood Susceptible Land

There are two inter-related catchments that impact on Tangonge. The fwst referred
B toas the Awanui R tchment is a large area of over 50000 acres (21000 ha)
that drains into the Rangaunu Harbour. The second referred 1o as the Tangonge
Catchment is an area of approximately 17500 that feeds nto the
h

s of the Awanui River Catchment are located on the wester
of the Maungatanmwha and northern slopes of the Ractea Ranges
The catchment flows northwest through hill country around Takahue and Pamapuria
s to a wide floodplain extending between Kaitaia and the
Rangaunu Harbour,

The sand dunes along Te Oneroa-a Tohe! 90-Mile Beach form the western boundary
mant. A large peat basin has developad bel
ith Lake Tangonge occupying the lowe X
-lying Awanui plains have an exte ! « and include the
lower reaches of the Awanui River. Drai rry runofl created by excess infilration
during rainfall events as well as base flow derved from drainage of anesian
groundwater from the surrounding uncaonfined aquifer.

How the flood control system works
rownship area is highly prone to flocding. Pricr
to the censtruction of floed pretection infrastructure (stop-banks, drainage channels,
§ floodgates e W ould frequently nundate the plans of Kaitaia.
¥ Floodwater g this time was transmitted via the Pair, i River io the
east and the Waipap x to the west. In 1958, water levels rose to a depth
of 1 m on Commerce [ a. The current flood protection sc includes
the Whangatane Channel, the Ta onge drain, Lake Tangnnge and the Waihoe
Channel.

Whangatane Channal
Floodwaters in the Awanui River are diverted primarily into the Whangatane
Channed, whach s northward from the Awanui in the northern extent of the
township. Rem ediment from the Whangatane Channel has resulted in a
significant improvement of its flood carrying capacity. it was alered from
a v-notch to a broad-crested weir si i i
peak flow but causing a lag in transmitting flood
Tarawhataroa Stream, Tangonge Drain, Lake Tang

A : : and Waihoe Channel

Maungataureia aungatani ing la od events, the flood r.i:lrrﬁ)‘lril‘rlg capnciyﬂnf the Whangatane Channel
- .

W
upper caichment of the Tarawhataroa Stre L irects o Lake Tangonge,
During large floods, the lake area can remain inundated for extended periods.
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